
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

 

 

 

       

  

      

       

   

  

 

       

  

   

   

   

 

 

 

December 27, 2013 

Honorable Chuck Hagel 

Secretary of Defense 

1000 Defense Pentagon 

Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Hagel, 

On behalf of California Governor Brown, we serve on the Governor’s Military Council to support military, 

national security and aerospace operations in California. Our bipartisan group, comprised of retired flag 

officers and civic leaders, works to underscore the unique national security value of California 

installations.  We also work with state leaders to strengthen California’s support for military operations 

in our state. 

We write to convey our concern regarding a reported proposal to retire the KC-10 aircraft from the 

United States Air Force. As you are aware, approximately half of the KC-10 fleet is located at Travis Air 

Force Base in Solano County, California. Travis is often referred to as the Air Force’s “Gateway to the 

Pacific” thanks to its strategic location and dual airlift and air refueling missions.  It is currently home to 

KC-10, C-5 and C-17 aircraft.  The State of California and the Travis community are highly supportive of 

Travis Air Force Base and have developed strong land-use protections to prevent encroachment, flight 

operations and radar interference with base operations. 

As our national military strategy pivots to the Pacific region, eliminating 27 current KC-10 aircraft from 

Travis Air Force Base without a formal plan to backfill this capacity could significantly hinder the success 

of this strategic shift to the Pacific. We are therefore concerned with any plan to divest the KC-10 at 

Travis Air Force Base that does not include a formal plan to backfill this capability at the base. 

Considering the importance of Travis’s robust airlift and air refueling capabilities, we would request that 

any proposal to retire the KC-10 aircraft be accompanied by a commitment to maintaining comparable 

capacity at Travis Air Force Base. 






